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)Friday 12th February: We saw a lot of the townships today, I didn’t really have any expectations of what they would be like, but I knew they would be a lot worse off than I ever will be. But I didn’t realise how much of land is township and we all experienced an overwhelming emotion. We went to the four schools that everyone is partnered with and they hosted welcoming assemblies for us, after their assemblies we replied doing a speech, a comedy sketch and a song. Masaphuelele is the primary school that is partnered with Our Lady Of Peace, and the first school we visited. They welcomed us by some of the children standing down the hallway waving England flags. They also performed two dances and a song in Xhosa which seemed to be about a duck. Sinemthemba is the high school that is partnered with St. Bernard’s; they welcomed us by performing many dances, poems/songs and a drama which was in Xhosa. Nelson Mandela High is the high school that is partnered with Wexham High School. They welcomed us by starting with a choir singing in  Xhosa, and  then performed many traditional Africa dances, finishing with a song about ‘what is home?’. The last school we visited was Oscar  Mpetha which is the high school that is partnered with us (St. Joseph’s). They welcomed us with a whole school assembly and many songs in Xhosa, a poem and some dances where a man was playing an African drum. The girls danced to it, and a boy was doing a lot of back flips. We performed our reply to all the schools.


  




Saturday 13th February:  We went down to the Waterfront to meet up with all the Slough schools and some learners from the partnership schools. First we all went to do a bit of shopping where we bought souvenirs of the country. Then we got the ferry to Robben Island. The ferry was very rocky and many of us felt quite sea sick and did not enjoy the journey there. Then we all got on a bus that took us on a tour of the island. On the tour we saw many of the islands, birds, old buildings and we saw the prison Nelson Mandela was in. After the tour, we met a man who was in the same prison as Nelson Mandela in 1960’s who took us on a tour of the prison. He took us to many cells in different sections of the prison where there were some stories and pictures of the ex- prisoners. We also saw the cell Nelson Mandela was in which was a very surreal experience. It was a very bizarre feeling knowing that the floor we were walking on had once been walked by Nelson Mandela. After we got back to the water front some of us went for something to eat but  Shinto, Roy, some pupils from St. Bernard’s and I went for an ice cream which melted everywhere. 




[image: C:\Documents and Settings\roy.corry\Desktop\SA Photos\Mandela's cell.JPG]






















 (
Nelson Mandela’s Cell
)






Sunday 14th February: Today we went to a Mass. It was so different compared to the ones in England. Everyone was singing and dancing, they got so much more involved. It was a really nice, friendly and joyful place to be.  Many people from the trip have said this is the best Valentine’s Day they have had because it was such a fun, social day with everyone from Slough and South Africa. We went  for a drive to Chapman’s Peak where on the way we had an amazing view of the mountains and the city, Cape Town. When we reached the peak the view of the sea was stunning. On the way to the beach we saw two whales which was totally unexpected and was fascinating to see. We all decided they were Killer Whales. Everyone went into the sea including learners from the partnership schools. We played a lot of South African games in the sea which was a lot of fun. We also played a game in Xhosa, but really it was the song for getting married, so Shinto and I and some other people got secretly married. Afterwards, we all got a smoothie and sat on some rocks which we then realised had a lot of couples sitting on them looking at the romantic view of the waves but unfortunately we ruined their peace. All the boys threw the girls in, and they almost caught me,  but my teacher sacrificed himself so they threw him in instead. However, they managed to throw me in anyway with all of my clothes on. We then watched the sun go down. On  the way back from our dinner by the sea we saw the new football stadium which was huge. 
 
[image: C:\Documents and Settings\roy.corry\Desktop\SA Photos\P1060704.JPG]














Monday 15th February:  Today was our first day of school at Oscar Mpetha. First everyone met in the staff room where the staff and us all introduced ourselves. Then we had a whole school assembly where we were introduced to the learners, the reacted by cheering when our names were called. After our tour of the school we witnessed HIV/AIDS testing in the library. We were all very overwhelmed by their confidence and their blasé attitude towards being tested. It took only half an hour to find out their results which would affect the rest of their lives. At lunch we saw how they got their food and what they did.  There is a little kitchen where some learners get their lunch for free, but there is nowhere near enough to reach half the learners. It was a very shocking sight to see that they ate their food with rulers. It makes us realise how much we take for granted in our schools like cutlery. After the school day we switched schools to learn more about HIV/AIDS to help us teach back in England, we had many ideas for how to teach the pupils back in England such as a drama, quiz and personal stories. Later, we went to Simon’s town and saw the penguins on the beach which was extraordinary to see in a country as hot as South Africa! Afterwards we had dinner where most people treated themselves to desert after a long hard day.
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Tuesday 16th February: Today was our second day at school, there was meant to be athletics training for their sports day  but it was dismissed because it was raining. This was the first time during the two weeks that it rained during the day. First I observed relaxation exercises with Miss Greenhouse, everyone was giving each other massages to help relieve stress. I then went and sat in geography were everyone designed their own settlements and were colouring. I then went and helped put up posters in the grade 12 classes to help bring colour and life to their classrooms. Just before lunch we all helped Miss Holland in her class as they were making masks for the future performance. It was a lot of fun but a leaner wanted my mask I made so I gave it to him. They really did show their creativity skills in this lessons as all the mask were beautiful. At lunch we had lunch with the head master of the school. After lunch, I observed Miss Holland doing drama and was surprised that one of the learners was so eager to volunteer and perform. Also Miss Greenhouse’s aerobic lesson and they all took part but seemed like they were all really enjoying themselves.  
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